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Junior Team Allocation Policy 
 

The Noosa Australian Football Club (NAFC) utilises the following Team Allocation Policy for 
the purposes of establishing teams in junior age groups specified by AFL Queensland for 
the upcoming season.  

 

Age Groups 

Structures for age groups are set by the AFL Queensland. NAFC Juniors follows the South 
East Queensland Juniors (SEQJ) age group structure which is released prior to the upcoming 
commencing season. Please refer to the current year SEQJ Age Groups 

 

Junior Team Allocations 

Junior Competition (U8, U9, U10, U11) players are required to play in the age group 
corresponding to their date of birth. At these age groups the aim of the Club is to develop 
player skills in a non-competitive environment within modified rules set by the AFLQ that is 
age appropriate. As a result, each age group has no defined divisions but instead are 
designated by colour. The Club encourages friendship and team building while developing 
skills in a fun and supported environment in these age groups. The Club will endeavour to 
keep players in teams where friendships have been established however this cannot be 
guaranteed as it is dependent upon the number of players registered in each age group. 
Placing players into teams is at the sole discretion of the club registrar and junior director, 
on the advice of the coaching committee. 

 

Youth Team Allocations 

Youth Competition (U13, U15, U17) players are required to play in the age group 
corresponding to their date of birth. Players are graded into divisions with 1 being the 
highest skill level. Grading is conducted during training sessions 4 weeks prior to Round 1 
competition commencement. Grading date(s) are announced by the coaches allocated 
within each age group. Grading is performed by the grading committee which is a group of 
coaches and club affiliates allocated within each age group. Placing players into teams is at 
the sole discretion of the club registrar and junior director, on the advice of the grading 
committee. 
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Play Up Applications 

Players wanting to play up an age group are to complete a Play Up form and submit to the 
Junior Registrar for review by the Junior Coaching Committee. Play up requests can only be 
made for the next age group following the current age group of the player. The coaching 
committee then identifies 2-4 players within teams that have demonstrated advanced 
talent, ability, maturity and who have submitted a play up form. Only these identified 
players are then invited to participate in grading within the requested play up age group. 
These players are reviewed and graded by coaches of the requested age group. It is at the 
sole discretion of the club registrar and junior director, on the advice of the coaching 
committee, if a player is approved to play up an age group. 

 

Play Down Applications 
AFL Age Dispensation has a very strict criteria and policy and clubs are required to submit a 
formal application for assessment by the AFL. Clubs have no input in this review. Please see 
below for the criteria requirement for assessment: 

 Disability 

Means: a disability as defined in the Disability Discrimination Act (1992) (Cth) or in any 
state-based statute applicable to a particular Football Body (in each case as amended from 
time to time). 

 Physical Size or Development 

Means: in respect of a Player: (a) a body mass index (i.e. weight (in kilograms) divided by 
height (in metres squared)) below the 5th percentile for that Player’s age; or (b) a height 
below the 5th percentile for that Player’s age, as measured by an appropriately qualified 
Medical Specialist. 

 Other 

Clubs are required to provide their competition manager with supporting 
documents/information of which you would like an age dispensation considered. 

 Application Process 

Clubs must submit the completed Age Dispensation Form completed by the parent. The 
club must include on Club letterhead the Player’s full playing history and details of the 
player’s disability, including a certificate signed by a Medical Specialist stating the basis for 
and reasons to support this Application in accordance with the National Age Dispensation 
Policy. The Certificate must include the qualifications of the Medical Specialist. Clubs will 
inform parents of the progress of the application and advise of the outcome as directed by 
the AFL.  
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A friendly reminder…  
 
Our club is run by volunteers. They give their time at no cost to the club to help in its 
running. The club requests that you respect the decisions made by our club junior 
committee and you do not abuse the members of our junior committee.  The junior 
committee will do what it can to accommodate individual requests, however it may not 
always be possible or practical to do so. The junior committee understands that mistakes 
are sometimes made, and in that instance we are more than happy to answer any questions 
or alleviate any concerns you may have as long as it is done in an appropriate manner and 
with respect. 

 
 

 

 


